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Several Inferences drawn from the laft 


Difcourfes. 


What is become of the Prohibitions in France, if {uch Quantities of our Goods are fent thi- 


ther ? 
What ts become 
And what of the Goodnefs of them alfo? 


of the Quantities of Manufactures in France? 


Uf neither a thefe are the Cafes then the French mu/t be all Fools and Mad-men. 
2 


The main 


ference is, That then all our Schemes and Accounts of the French Trade, drawn 


from the Cuftom-houfe Books, are falfe,not able to give any true Account of the French Trade. 


This enlarged on. 
Farther tiaet to the next Mercator. 
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tity of Englifh Woollen-Manufaétures ate at 


» this time fent to Marfeilles in France, not- 
withftanding the high Duties. 


What _ is become of the Prohibition that our wife 
Oppofers talk of ? It is true the high Duties payable 
upon our Goodsin France are fuch, that in any Goods 
but ours it would be a Prohibition. Butler it bea 
Prohibition or what you pleafe ; we fee the Goods do 
Bo, and the Frencli Merchants take care to have them ; 

ow they manage themfelves as to the high Duties, that 
is nothing to us. 


HE Inference from the lat MERCATOR 
is very plain, (viz.) that a very large Quan- 


But if the French take off fuch Quantities of our 
Goods now, what may then he fuppofed they would 
ake, if the Treaty was made Effectual, and thofe high 

utics all taken off, as far back as the Tariff of 1664? 


It is the oddeft Jeft in the World, that thefe Men 
aes every Day, that our Goods are prohibited in 

rance, and that the French cannot take them, and yet 
every Day we enter large Quantities of Woollen-Manu- 
factures for France. They fay they are prohibited, and 
yet we fee they take them: They tell us the French will 
Not take them, and yet we fee they do take them: This 
is oppofing Words againft Things, fetting Arguments 
againft Demonftrations. Such Logick our tat of 
Commerce, as they pretend to be called, ufe with us, and 
fuch @Affurance they are turnifhed with, the like of 
which has not indeed been ordinarily known in the 
Ages fince Reafon and Chriflianity were received in 
thefe Parts of the World. 


Having thus_prdved chat great Quantities of Goods 
are’ fént into France motwichfandai g the high Duties 
laid on them there, and -notwithfainding® the Prohibig- 
ons fo much fpoken of, what muf heii bedi of thofe 


mighty Manufactures ih France whith they have Impro- 
ved fo much, as to be as good as ours, aiid = 
fo much as that they want none of Ours? -Thisiga 
Trade that muft be bewirched fome how or other, or 


elfe thefe Men are bewitched that talk thus. 


o*, 
What, make as good Goods as ours are, and pity no 
Taxes upon them, and yet be contented to buy Englith, 
and pay 70 or 80 per Cent. Duty upon them! Whar. 
make % many Goods of their own, that they not only 
fupply themfelves, but ate able to fill the foreigti Mar- 
kets Abroad too, and fupply all the World, beat us 
out, and bid fair to Engrofs all the Trade of Europe, 
and yet all this while be fo eager to buy our Goods as; 
that rather than not have them they will Import them 
in the Face of a Prohibition, and pay 70 or 89 per 
Cent. Duty for them. 


If all thefe Things are true, it muft follow, which 
indeed are undeniable Truths, 


1. That the French really have not Woollen Mas 
nufactures of their own Growth, and of their own 
Workmanfhip, to fupply their own Occafions. Or; 


2, That the Woollen Manuta&tures which the 
French do make in their’ own Country are not 


at all equal to the Englith either in Goodnefs or in 
Price. 
Or 





bo}! World; and if they ' 
eae SZ pet.find chey.aét fo in other things. 
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SS” Whiten we talk fo much of the French Manufactures 
~3F being 








4 } Or if fielities of thefe ate the Cafe, then the French 
A@e Fools and Madmen, and aét againft all the Rules 
~Agf Commerce, or.indeed of humane Prudence in the 


do it is very ftrarige, for we do 


as good as ours, What think you the French fay 
of its Truly they laugh at it asthey may well do ; it is 
true they do not make their |efting at it fo publick as 
we do; but the MERCATOR thinks it may not be 
improper to give here the Words of an eminent*French 
Merchant who came lately hither from France, and 
who being perteétly Lah pm in the Caufe, after 
hearing a warm Difcourfe of fome Citizens upon this 
Subjeét, when he heard one of them infifting afterward 
how good the Woollen-Manufaétures of France were, 
he filed. What do you finile at, faid one of the 
Company? Smile, faid he, is it_not enough to make a 
French Man {mile to hear you Englifh Men tell us our 
Manvfaétutes are better than yours ? It would be very 
well for France, faid he, if it were true: But, fays he, 
the Woollen-Manufaftures of France are to yours in 
Engiand, as your Brandy in England is to ours in 
France, viz. that no Body will drink it if they can get 
French. Would not you Englifh Men laugh, continued 
be, it you fhould hear a French Man affirm, That-your 
_Englith Brandy was as good as ours, no mere arc our 
French Manufaétures as, good as yours. 


Thefe Things are fo neceffary to. be known, that they 
can hardly be too oftenrepeated. Bur to return to the 
Point. 


-That which is principally to be inferr’d from all this, 
is, this, (viz.) That it appears pow, that all the Ac- 
counts pretended to be given of the Trade to France 
from England, whether on one Side or on the other, are 
Impertect and Unfatisfyiay, and cannot be true in any 
rcfpect. 


Upon this fingle Thing turns the whole Weight of 
all they have been faying from the beginning of this 
Difpute. The Writers on the orher Stdé» have given 
_ Schemes, ftated Accounts, drawn Ballances, and formed 
Difputes upon thofe Accounts ‘ and Ballances. ; But as 
an Ersor-in, the firft Concofion cannot be reétified in 
the fecond; fo taking away the Credit of thofe Accounts 
takes away the Foundation upon which all the Argu- 
ments-dsawn from thence are depending. 


To what purpofe do they draw Conclufions from 
wrong Premifes ? They demand the Accounts of the 
Cuftom-houfe, and we prove thiofe Accounts imperfect 
and falfe, and capable of giving no true Eftimate of 
the Trade. What Guefs-work then muft here have 
been made ? And how have the poor People been Im- 
pofed upon to believe what others fay, who they have 
efteem’d Honeft Men ? 





Ali the Schemes, Draughts, Calculations and Ac- 
Counts, whether fuch as have been laid before the 
Parliament, and the Board of Trade, or publithed by 
Pamphlets and Eooks, whether publickly ordered, or 
privately procured from the Cutlom-houfe, or from 
Accounts kept in Offices under the Commiffioners of 
the Cuftoms ; what have they been but Amufements, 
appearances without any foundation, and from which 
no true Scheme of che [rade can be drawn ¢ 


It is apparent, great Quantities of Goods are daily 
fent for France by ftich Merhods, and Entred under fuch 
Heads as the Cuftom-houfe can take no cognizance of, 
and by which means they are never feei in their Ac- 
counts as Enrred for France. 


If thefe Men who decry the French Trade fo much 
are not afraid of their Caufe, let them obtain frém 
the Parliament an Order to the Cuftom-houfe to Im- 

ower the Commiflioners to oblige the Merchants to 

nter their Goods for the particular Ports to which 
they are fhippd ; and that if Goods are Entred to 
one Port and fhipp’d for another, the Endorfement 
of the Cocket may be Enrred in a Book, that they 
may know whither th: Goods are fent. Let them 
admit no general Entries to Nations, but to Ports in 
Spain, Germany, Flanders, the Streights. What are 
they? What Account can be drawn from them ? 
They are no Ports, but Countries full of Ports ; and 
while thefe are allowed to be given at the Cuftom- 
houfe as Heads of Entries, Great-Britain can make no 
eect, no Eftimate of her Trade to any part of the 

orld. 


We know very well, and our Enemies cannot con- 
tend it, that under all thefe’ General Heads Englith 
Goods are fhipp’d to France; but if the Quantity 
cannot be known, what then fignifies an Account from 
the Cuftom-houfe, other than to Delude and Deceive 
us, and to make that pafs fora full Account of our 
Export which is but a part, and that, as the MER- 


CATOR fees*good Reafon to believe, is nota half 
_ part by a great.deal. 


The Oppofers of thefe things know very well that 
this is fo; and while they thought that no’ Notice 
was taken of the Fraud, they made loud Boafts of 
their Schemes and Accounts from the Cuftém-houfe. 
Nor did the AAERCATOR indeed fee fo far into 
the Fraud at firft, as now upon farther Examination 
he does. Upon this Examination, nothing can ap- 
pear more fallacious, nor canany greater demonftration 
be defired of a flagrant Cheat, and an inimitable 
Stock of brazen Affurance, than the publithers of 
thefe Schemes and Cuftom-houfe Accounrs have fhewn 
in this thing, as fhall be farther fhewn in our next 


MERCATOR. 
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